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Ballard is an art historian and curator from Aotearoa New Zealand. Her 

research focuses on the encounter between art history and new media 

in the art gallery with an emphasis on systems‚ aesthetics‚ utopia‚ noise‚ 

machines‚ nature‚ accidents and errors in contemporary art. She received 

her Ph.D. titled Out of Order: Encounters with Digital Materiality 

from UNSW‚ Sydney‚ Australia in 2008. Recent book chapters include 

a discussion of New Zealand artists’ collective ‘et al.’ in 『Error: Glitch‚ 

Noise and Jam in New Media Cultures』 (2010)‚ and a reflection on 

contemporary understandings of frequency and the sublime in 『Far 

Field: Digital Culture‚ Climate Change‚ and the Poles』(2011). In June 

2012 Ballard edited a special issue of 『The Fibreculture Journal』 on 

“Networked Utopias and Speculative Futures.” She is a director of the 

Aotearoa Digital Arts Network‚ and co-edited 『The Aotearoa Digital 

Arts Reader』 in 2008. (http://www.ada.net. nz) She is a senior lecturer 

in Art History at the University of Wollongong‚ Australia. (http://

www.suballard.net.nz)
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